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All theſe Things happened unto them for Enſamples, and 


they are written for our Admonition. 


Wu H E Chriftian Religion, like many other ex- 

cellent and uſeful Inſtitutions, has had its 

Enemies, among evil and perverſe Men, from 
the Beginning. The Author of it, our Saviour, was 
calumniated and abuſed, and at laſt condemned and 
put to Death, as guilty of Blaſphemy againſt God, and 
Sedition againſt the State. His Apoſtles were extreme- 
ly ill treated: and St. Paul, in what we may call his 
own City of Converts, at Corinth, was forced to riſe up 
in Vindication of his Character, which ſome had endea- 
voured to depreciate, that they might thereby render 
his Doctrine and Authority of little or no Eſteem. He 
was therefore obliged to ſet forth, in their full Luſtre, 
the diſtinguiſhed Favours and Qualifications he had re- 
ceived from God, the extraordinary Labours he had 
undergone, and the eminent Works he had performed, 
for the Sake of the Goſpel. And then dwelling no 
longer upon the diſagreeable Subject of Self-applauſe, 
than was neceſſary for the Cauſe of Religion, he quits 


it, 


[ 6 ] 
it, and catches the ſeaſonable Opportunity to enforce 
this uſeful Leſſon to all Believers. 

That let their peculiar Priviledges and Advanta- 
ges be never fo great, nothing will excuſe, much leſs 
juſtify, a wicked Life; and that no imaginary Favourite 
of Heaven is to expect partial Indulgences from God, 
no Immunity whatſoever from ſuch a religious and vir- 
tuous Behaviour, ſuch as is agreeable to the different Re- 
lations, that ariſe from the various Circumſtances of Life. 
He hints, that this was the Caſe of all Chriſtians, of 
thoſe who had been baptized into the Name of the Son 
of God, who had eat ſpiritual Meat and drank ſpiritual 
Drink, that is, had been admitted into the higheſt and 
moſt ſacred Myſteries of Religion, they were fü by no 
means exempt from the common Duties thereof: and if 
any preſumed upon ſuch Advantages, his Advice to him 
is, Let him, that thinketh he flandeth, take hedd left. hr 
Fall. And he would have them to know, that this was 
no new Opinion advanced originally from himſelf, but 
was founded upon Facts, that the Readers of their ſacred 

Hiſtory could tell them, had happened long before. 
The Deſcendants of Abrabam were a peculiar choſen 
People, ſeperated from the reſt of Mankind by ſingular 
Characteriſticks of Holyneſs; they had the juſteſt No- 
tions of the one God and the Manner of Divine Wor- 
ſhip; nay they had their Sacraments, their Baptiſm and 
Heavenly Table. I would not have you ignorant, how 
that all our Fathers were baptized. unto Maſes in the 
Cloud and in the Sea, and did all eat the fame ſpiri- 


tual Meat, and did all drink the ſame ſpiritual Drink; 
ak 


171 


and yet with many of them, notwithſtanding theſe Fa- 


vours, God was not well pleaſed; for they were over- 


thrown in the Wilderneſs. And why ? becauſe they 
were degenerated and fallen into great Wickedneſs; their 
Religion was quite changed, and turned into Idolatry ; 
and, as it frequently happens, from a Corruption of Prin- 
ciples aroſe Impurity and Debauchery of Manners; they 
had been guilty of various Sins, they had committed For- 
nication and were become Tempters of God and Mur- 
murers. What theſe two laſt. mean, we may learn from 
the Stories, to which their Puniſhments being mentioned 
by the Apoſtle, particularly refer. The firſt was, diſ- 
truſting Divine Providence, and an inſolent calling for 
Miracles upon any Appearance of Difficulties in their Af- 
fairs: the latter was, thro an Apprehenſion of Evils in 
their State, Rebellion againſt their Governour, and a tu- 
multuous Choice of ſome Leader of their own to carry 
them back into Oppreſſion and Slavery. 

Such Behaviour of the 1/raz/ites towards God, who had 
done ſo great things for them, juſtly drew down his Wrath 
and Indignation againſt them; and this appeared by the 
various Puniſhments they underwent: Of which the 
Apoſtle indeed mentions only two, but the Hiſtory enu- 
merates all. Thoſe, who murmured for want of Fleſh, 
were conſumed with a Peſtilence. The Idolaters were 
ſlain by the Sword of their more pious Brethren the Le- 
vites, and the Fact approved by God. The Fornicators 
were deſtroy d by a ſecond Plague. The Tempters, or thoſe 
who diſtruſted the experienced Goodneſs of Providence, 


periſhed by fiery Serpents. And the Murmurers, or Re- 
bels, 


[8] 
bels, were deſtroyed by the Deſtroyer, that is, the Chiefs. 
were cut off immediately by a Plague before the Lord, 
and the reſt fell in a natural way by the general Deſtroyer 
of Mankind, but were diſappointed of cheir promiſed Set- 
tlement, and after roving about for many Years in a mi- 
ſerable naked Country, they left their Carcaſes in the 
Wilderneſs, ſo many Monuments of divine Wrath, in- 
flicted on perverſe and incorrigible Offenders. Vow theſe 
Things happened to them for Enſamples unto us, and are 
written for our Admonition. This the Apoſtle declares 
to the Converts of his own Time; becauſe a true Parellel 
might be drawn between the particular Circumſtances 
of each, of the Chriſtians under St. Paul, and the Jews 
under Maſes. They were ſeverally bleſt with ſingular 
Advantages from Heaven, and might each aſſume the 
Character of a peculiar choſen People; therefore ſince 
the latter had felt the Severity of Divine Wrath, tho they 
had enjoyed great Favours from infinite Mercy, the for- 
mer might expect the ſame Treatment, if they behaved 
in the like wicked Manner. But may we not venture 
further, and ſay, that the Apoſtle writes this to Chriſtians. 
of the preſent Age, even to ourſelves? For if as fair a 
Compariſon may be made between thoſe: antient eus 
and the Modern Believers of our own Church, the Ap- 
plication will be no leſs juſt and proper to have Reaſon 
to be thankful for peculiar Bleflings, fuch as may make 
us, without Immodeſty, flatter ourſelves, that we' are 


like the old Jews, a choſen People. We are Chriſtians, 


and reformed, purihed from the Defilements, which 


the beſt of Things even Religion itſelf, is apt to con- 


tract, 
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tract, by paſſing thro' earthen Veſſels. We worſhip one 
God without Idolatry or Superſtition, without Indecency 
or Enthuſiaſm : but let us not preſume upon this to 
think, we may indulge beyond the Limits of ſtrict 
Duty. Our Thoughts muſt be reſtrained by the un- 
erring Truths of the Chriſtian Faith, and our Actions 
conformed to the pure Rules of Evangelical Morality : 
otherwiſe God will not be well pleaſed, and we ſhall 
be overthrown. It would be well for us therefore often 
to conſider the Methods of God's dealing even with his 
choſen Nation deſcended from Abraham, and remem- 
ber that, whatever Events happened to them by the Ad- 
vice of the Apoſtle are to be eſteemed Examples to our- 
ſelves. This is the great uſe of Hiſtory, whether ſacred 
or profane, In it we ſee all the deceaſed World as it 
were ſtill living, and by their Actions, with the Conſe- 
quences attending upon them, they leave us proper Ad- 
monitions for our Conduct. There we have the paſt Ge- 
nerations of Men, as it were painted in one Piece; where 
you ſee all the former Nations of the Earth with their 
ſuitable Allotments of Happineſs or Miſery; may ob- 
ſerve the old Greeks and Romans, in the firſt Beginnings 
of their States, trained up by Temperance and Induſtry, 
Juſtice and Fortitude, and by them led on to Plenty 
and Proſperity, Peace or Succeſs in juſt and honourable 
Wars. There in the Decline you ſee the ſame People 
under the malign Influence of Luxury and Vice, of Fac- 
tion, Diſcontent, and Corruption, all equally deſtructive 
of true ſocial Virtue, and then conſigned over to Poverty 
and Oppreſſion, and at laſt expiring in Fetters and Sla- 
| B 
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very. And from thence you may reflect, that the ſame | 
pernicious Courſe from Good to Evil, from Virtue to 
Vice, will have the fame fatal End in our Story, that 
it has in theirs. For human Nature ſeems unaltered, not- 
withſtanding what ſome complaining People have faid 
to the contrary ; the Faculties of the Body and Mind 
in the Sons of Adam, ſince the Fall, being neither en- 
hrged nor diminiſhed; their Paſſions and Reafon in gene- 
ral unvaried; and the Relations of Things are undoubted- 
ly the ſame, as they came originally from the Hands of 
the Creator; conſequently the ſame Cauſes, circum- 
ſtantiated in the ſame Manner, will produce the ſame 
Effects; and therefore as it always has been, ſo will it 
ever continue true, that Righteouſneſs exalteth a Na- 
tion, and Sin is the Reproach of any People. 

Thus far profane Story inſtructs; but turn your Eyes 
to the ſacred Part of this Piece, and there you ſee, the 


Jeus particularly, and the Nations, with whom they 


had any Intercouſe, viſited with many Judgments, ſome,, 
as it were, immediate from God, ſuch as are above the 
Power of ſecond Cauſes, and effected without their In- 
terpoſition; Then you ſee not Nature, rolling on in her 
ordinary Courſe, but Providence, holding forth her Shield 
of Protection for Religion, with her Bow bent and made 
ready, and the Inſtruments of Death prepared for the 


Ungodly. 


Sacred Hiſtory has the Advantage of Profane in two 
reſpects. It is clear of Falſehood; neither Ignorance 
nor Partiality find any Place there; the Facts, which 


it relates, undoubtedly came to paſs, and we may draw 
uſeful 
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uſeful Concluſions from them as from ſure and certain 


Principles ; while all other Relations are not to be fo de- 
pended on. It 1s hard to come at the Truth of publick 
Tranſactions at any Diſtance of Time ; modern Writers, 


we know, are apt to be under the unfair Influence of 


Partiality ; and we muſt remember, that antient origi- 


nal Writers were once modern too and ſubject to the + | 


ſame Failings. In the next Place, what is more to our 
preſent Purpoſe is this; the ſacred Story directly traces 
out the Ways of Providence, and points out the very 
Works of the Almighty himſelt. 

It has the ſame Effect upon us, that the Prayers of 
Eliſha had upon his Servant, 2 Kings vi. 17. it opens our 


Eyes, and we behold Mountains full of Horſes and Cha- 


riots of Fire. By it we plainly ſee God interpoſing 
among Men, not only in the ordinary ſettled Ways of 
Providence, but often times in an extraordinary mira- 
culous Manner ; he deals out peculiar Favours to the De- 
ſerving, and gives ſingular Bleſſings and Rewards to ſuch 
as are eminently good; he inflits ſpecial Puniſhments 
upon Sinners, and ſends forth his diſtinguiſhed Curſes 
and Judgments upon thoſe that are remarkably wicked. 
Theſe Events might eſcape particular Notice in common 
Authors, and paſs, unreflected upon, as uſual Accidents; 


for which they may juſtly expect to be free from Cen- 


ſure; becauſe many Hiſtorians have greatly erred in 


making ſuperſtitious Obſervations of their 'own ;' but 


when inſpired Writers ſhew us the Hand of God and de- 
clare that it is the Almighty that viſits, we may depend 


upon their Infallibility. How full are the Scriptures of 
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Divine Judgments ? may not the whole be eſteemed a 
continued Hiſtory of Providence? For the Books of Moſes 
and the Prophets, the P/alms and the other Parts of that 
ſacred Volume, are full of repeated Declarations and Ad- 
monitions upon this Subject. 

That there is a Providence in general, Reaſon declares; 
but the Manner of its working, the particular Methods 
of its diſpenſing Rewards or Puniſhments, are to us un- 
known, and not to be fathomed by the ſhort Line of hu- 
mane Wiſdom. Thy way, O Lord, is in the ſea, and thy 


_ paths in the great 33 and thy foorſteps are not known + 


Which may be juſtly ſaid with regard to meer unaſſiſted 
Man: But when we rife from Reaſon to Revelation, then 
we may no leſs truly ſay, That known unto God are all 
his works, and that he declareth them unto the children 
of Men. 

The Settlement of the Zewi/b People is is a Series of di- 
vine Actions, and contains many Fudgments, (ſome of 
which I particularly mention'd, as agreeable to this Oc- 
caſion) inflicted upon that Peop le by God for their Diſ- 
obedience, and thoſe ſevere 45 without Delay. During 
the Time of their Judges, whenever they fell into Ido- 
latry, which was often, they were ſold, as it is ſaid, that 
is, given up by God into the Hands of their Enemies, 
who were enabled by Cruelty and Oppreſſion to reduce 
them to the utmoſt Diſtreſs. Thus far God interfered 


among that People in ſuch an extraordinary Manner, 
that he is ſaid to be their Governour himſelf; and their 


State is diſtinguiſh'd from all others by the Name of the 
* or the divine Government. Here we may 


pauſe, 
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pauſe, and wonder at the Perverſeneſs of that People, in 
no Caſe ever long ſatisfied and content. From this di- 
vine Government they became quite alienated, would 
have a total Change, and after various Remonſtrances, 
could not be brought to Reaſon; accordingly, as it often 
happens to obſtinate Diſobedience, they were given up to 
themſelves, and their fooliſh Deſires indulged; but with 
this Menace, to ſhew that the divine Judgments would: 
continally attend them; I ye ſhall fill do wickedly, ye: 
ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your King. And this. 
Threatning was many Times put in Execution during 
that new State, The firſt Prince fell, with Numbers of 
his People, untimely in the Field of Battle. Thoſe 
that follow in. the Succeſſion are almoſt all viſited with 
ſome ſingular Judgments from Heaven. The beſt of. 
them David himſelf did not eſcape ; and the laſt being 
highly criminal, and the Meaſure of the Sins of the 
People filled up, a general Deſtruction of all was de- 
creed and executed; the whole City was laid Waſte ; 
the Palaces of their Nobles, the Throne of their Prince, 
the Temple, even the Seat of Divine Majeſty itſelf, were 
all reduced to Aſhes; and the People, Nobles, and 
King, ſpoiled of every thing that is valuable and dear, 
were forced from their native Land into a diſtant Cap- 
tivity, there to undergo the Severity of divine Ven- 
geance, executed by a cruel and proud Conqueror. Such 
were the Ways of Providence, and the Acts of the Al- 
mighty, with reſpect to his favourite People. Let us 
now remember, that God is not a local or temporarx 
Deity ; that he is ever the God of the whole Earth, and 


no 
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no Reſpecter of Perſons. Therefore tho the eus were 
ſeperated for ſpecial Purpoſes from the Body of Man- 


Kind, preparatory for the great Work of univerſal Re- 
demption, yet all Nations whatever were no leſs under 
the Inſpection of a general Providence, and, as they de- 
ſerv d, had their peculiar Judgments inflicted upon them. 


The Scripture Hiſtory particularly regards the Fews ; fo 


that thoſe People only that had ſome Relation to them, 


are introduced into it; but when they are, the Hand 
of God manifeſtly appears. Sodom and Gomorrah ſuf- 


fered the Vengeance of eternal Fire. The many Plagues 
ſent upon ZZgypt and its unjuſt perverſe Prince, can't 


but ſtrike us with Horror and Amazement. And tho' 


the 1/raelites, to ſome raſh Thinkers, ſeem to be treat- 
ed with Partiality, yet their Leader, who, verily, knew 
their Caſe beſt, tells them, that the Reaſon of their be- 
ing admitted to the Bleſſings of the promiſed Land, was, 
-becauſe the former Poſſeſſors were unworthy to continue 
longer in it; their Expulſion was a divine Judgment, 
For. the Wickedneſs of theſe Nations, the Lord doth drive 
them out. We ſee an Army of no leſs than 185000 


Men deſtroy'd by an Angel in one Night, and when 


they roſe up early in the Morning, they were all dead 


Corpſes. I might produce many other Inſtances, but 


will conclude this Head with the Prince, whoſe ſupe- 


riour Arms, but I muſt add, by the Conduct and Af- 
ſiſtance of Providence, were made uſe of for the Chaſ- 


tiſement of the Fews He had his Judgment, and that 
ſevere; his Kingdom departed from him, he was dri- 
ven from among Men, and his Dwelling was with the 


Beaſts 
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Beaſts of the Field. It may be thought perhaps, the 
Vanity of Pride and Succeſs, very apt to intoxicate the 
Heart of Man, had ſwelled him up to Madneſs; but the 
Prophet expreſsly declares, it was the Decree of the moſt 
High. | 
Such were the Ways of Providence and the Acts of the 
Almighty with reſpect to Mankind in general. All the 
moſt terrible Things, that can make Life unhappy, or 
put a miſerable End to it, are brought upon wicked Men 
by the Hand of God. Four great Evils, and thoſe called 
his four ſore Judgments, are mentioned together by one 
Prophet, the Sword, the Famine, the noiſome Beaſt and 
the Peſtilence : and another of that Order of Men. puts 
this unreſtrained Queſtion, Ie there Evil in a City, and 
the Lord hath not done it? 'The whole of what has been. 
ſaid is taken from the grand Principle of our Religion, 
which is the Authority of the Scriptures, an Authority 
worthy of ſacred Regard, and always to be urged to Be- 
levers; for where they are our Guide and properly made 
uſe of, we cannot err. But what are we to do, when 
void of this divine Aſſiſtant and left to ourſelves? Why, 
when we have only Reaſon and Difcretion to direct us, 
we are to make uſe of them in the beſt Manner we can, 
always taking with us Modeſty and Simplicity of Heart. 
So that if we are not preſumptuous, if we have no Deſign 
to calumniate and abuſe the Actions and Memory of other 
Men, if our Purpoſe is only to reform ourſelves, we may 
venture forth, and with the Apoftle ſay, when we read 
of great Calamities, Theſe Things happened for Enſamples, 
and are written for our Admonition. Men often err in 
diſtinguiſhing 
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diſtinguiſhing divine Judgments: but ſuch both Reaſon 
tells us may be, and ſacred Hiſtory aſſures us, actually 
have been; and whether that had given us ſuch Aſſu- 
rance or not, the Facts would ſtill have been the ſame ; 
| they would have been Judgments, tho' we had not known 
| hem to be ſuch. So that our Attention may juſtly be 
awakened, grave and ſerious Reflections raiſed in our 
| Minds upon great and ſurprizing Calamities. | 
Such, verily, was that, which this preſent Meeting is 
_ Intended to commemorate. A Calamity fo very extra- 
ordinary in itſelf, ſo unaccountable in its Beginning, 
ſo outrageous in its Progreſs, and ſo fatal in its Conclu- 
Hon, ought not to paſs undiſtinguiſhed, as a common Ac- 
cident. That which deſtroyed this noble City, ruined 
ſo many fine Buildings both publick and private, rava- 
ged not {ſingle Dwellings. but whole Streets and Wards, 
ſpared nothing ſacred or profane in its rapid Courſe, and 
left.the whole a miſerable Heap of Ruin and Devaſta- 
tion. That, which made ſuch a diſmal Change and ter- 
;rible Havock in the Fortunes of Men, in a few Hours re- 
duced thoſe, that were abounding in the Superfluities 
and Riches of Life, to Poverty and Want of common 
Neceſſaries; which deſtroyed the beſt Products of Na- 
ture; whereby the good Things of the whole Earth, 
here collected together in this Mart of Nations by the in- 
duſtrious Merchant, periſhed and were conſumed. Laſtly 
that, which had ſuch deplorable Effects upon the Per- 
ſons of Men, and after devouring their Subſtance, cruelly 
cut them off from providing more by Diligence and La- 
hour, having deprived many of their Limbs, and — 
anten C 
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ed their Bodies with extreme Pain and Miſery. An 
Event ſo horrid in itſelf, ſo deſtructive to the Works of 
Art and Nature, ſo fatal to the Fortunes and Perſons of 
Men, muſt affect us at this Diſtance of Time, and juſtly 
_ deſerves an annual Memorial. 

For let the Humouriſt in Religion fay what he will, 
againſt diſtinguiſhing particular Days, and commemo- 
rating ſome ſingular Parts of the Hiſtory of our Saviour 
himſelf and his immediate Followers, purely on a reli- 
gious Account, or great Events of Providence, whether 
Good or Evil, affecting Cities and Kingdoms, for Pur- 
poſes both civil and religious ; theſe Appointments may 
be laudable, pious and uſeful. And ſuch will be the 
preſent, if we follow the Apoſtle's Method, if we bring 
the Application home, and make our Reflections to ter- 
minate upon ourſelves only and our own Behaviour, and 
then reform it. | 

This City is now riſen to a great height. She hath 
ſcarce any Superior, and few Equals upon the Face of 
the whole Earth ; few that can compare with her, as 
to the Splendour and Pomp of her Buildings, the Ex- 
tent and Opulence of her Trade, the Number and Dig- 
nity of her Inhabitants. And if there are ſcarce any more 
excellent, and but few of equal Eſteem in the whole 
World, verily is ſhe without Rival in this Part of it. But 
let her not glory too much in this Superiority ; let her 
not grow vain, inſolent, or wicked. For here give me 
leave to remind you of my firſt Obſervation, that no Fa- 
vours of Providence will exempt from the regular Perfor- 
mance of Duty, no Immunity will be indulged from a 
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religious 
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religious and virtuous Behaviour, ſuch as is agreeable to 
the different Relations, that ariſe from various Circum- 
ſtances in Life. Whereever Heaven has been moſt boun- 
tiful, there the largeſt Return of Obedience is expected; 
and whoever are raiſed to the moſt conſpicuous Points 
of View ſhould be careful that their good Examples ſhine 
before Men, and muſt be told, if they greatly fail, that 
they are the moſt proper Objects for the divine Judgments 
to ſhew themſelves diſtinguiſhed upon. All the ſeveral 
Orders of Men ſhould perform their reſpective Duties; 
thoſe particularly who value themſelves for any Superio- 
rity, of a publick or private Nature, ſhould efteem that 
Superiority as an additional Motive to the Practice of what- 
ever Religion or Humanity require. Juſtice and an im- 
partial Regard for the Publick ſhould be the Ornament 
of the Magiſtracy, Beneficence and Charity the Grace 
of Riches and Wealth, Uprightneſs and Honeſty the 
Support of Trade and Commerce, Induſtry and Dili- 
gence the Maintenance of the laborious and mechanick 
Life. Piety towards God ſhould be the firſt Principle 
with all; the Honour and Worſhip of the ſupreme Being 
be held uniyerſally in the utmoſt Reverence graced with 
the outward Appearance of publick Decency, and ſancti- 
fied with the inward Sincerity of every private Heart. 
The ſocial and perſonal Virtues are never to be neglected; 
Obedience and Submiſſion to Superiours, Juſtice and 
Candor to Equals, Benevolence and Tenderneſs to the 
Brethren of Low Degree, Sobriety, Temperance and Cha- 
ſtity are each to be preſerved inviolate and pure. All 
Profaneneſs and Impiety, all Self- intereſt and Faction, 
all 
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all Injuſtice and Diſhoneſty with regard to private Trade 
and publick Duties, all Exceſs and Debauchery of Man- 
ners are to be overcome in ourſelves and diſcouraged in 
others. If theſe or other Evils greatly prevail, if, in 
the Language of the Prophet, the whole Head be ſick, 
and the whole Heart faint, if we be a People laden 
with Iniquity, that have forſaken the Lord, and pro- 
voked the Holy One of 1/rae/ unto Anger, then the 
divine Judgments, ſome of which may now threaten 
us and be impending over our Heads, the Sword, or 
the Peſtilence, or the terrible Evil of this Day, the 
Fire, may be ſent in among us, and we ſhall be over- 
thrown. For that theſe are divine Judgments, and 
that they are frequently inflicted upon wicked Men, 
Citics, and Kingdoms, is a Truth, that ſhould be fixt 
in every Mind and make a ſtrong Impreſſion upon every 
Heart, 

But the Motives to Duty are of two Sorts; one ſevere 
and terrifying, what ariſe from the Vengeance of the 
Lord and his Indignation againſt Sin; the other mild 
and engaging, what proceed from the Mercies of God 
and his Love of Goodneſs. The former has engaged my 
whole Diſcourſe thus far, agreeable to the Deſign of this 
Meeting to keep alive in our Thoughts the dreadful Ca- 
lamity and ſore Judgment of the Day, that we may not, 
by any crying Wickedneſs, call down the fame, or ſome 
other Evil equally deſtructive. But that no ſort of Mo- 
tive to Duty may be omitted, permit me to conclude 
with a juſt Commendation of thoſe good Deſigns, that 


are now carried on in this City, agreeable to the Rules 
C 2 of 
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of Religion and Virtue: And this let me be thought to 
do, not from any mean Motive, but as a ſincere Friend 
to Goodneſs, and unwilling to leave her deſtitute of her 
| deſerved Praiſe on any Occaſion. 
| Your Care for the many Seminaries of Education is 
-very laudable ; there the Youth, that thro' the Poverty 
of diſtreſt Parents, or being left unhappy Orphans might 
be loſt or become pernicious to the publick, are preſer- 
ved free from Corruption, trained up toa good and uſe- 
ful Manhood, and enabled to prove happy in themſelves 
and beneficial to others. Your Regard for the Infirma- 
ries and Hoſpitals is likewiſe very deſerving of Praiſe 
there Perſons, that might thro' Want, be long languiſh- 
ing under Deſeaſes, are reſtored to Health ; that might 
with great Pain ſuffer the Loſs of Limbs, are made per- 
fectly whole; and that might be cut off by a miſerable 
and untimely Death, ſee many good Days added to Life. 
There too Perſons, who are in greater Diſtreſs, by the 
Loſs of the moſt valuable Part of human Nature, Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, Objects very deplorable and affect- 
ing, are often reſtored to themſelves and Friends, or if 
unhappily incurable, ſtill ſo happy as to be preſerved free 
from Danger and Terror. Your watchful Government 
of Places allotted for Labour and Correction is alſo much 
to be honoured ; there People, who are under the worſt 
Diſorder of Mind and Body, whoſe Faculties are quite 
perverted and abufed, where the whole Man is corrupt, 
fettered in Idleneſs and drowned in Vice, may ſtill be 
recovered by wholeſome Severity and honeſt Labour. 


| Whoever preſides in theſe charitable and uſeful Places fo 
as 
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as to take due Care, that all employed fullfil their Truſts, 
and the whole be executed with Diligence, Candour, and 
Fidelity, merits the great Praiſes due to Beneficence and 
Humanity. Laſtly, the pious Zeal of the Magiſtrate to 

ut the religious Laws of our Country in Execution, to 
keep holy the Sabbath, to preſerve the Day dedicated to 
God and divine Worſhip from being publickly profaned by 
Labour and Trade, is to be mentioned with its deſerved 

Applauſe. It does Honour to Religion, preſerves Decency 
towards it, and may ſometimes, if not often, prove of 
real Uſe; for Impiety, by Reſtraint, becomes not ſo da- 
ring and contagious: And tho' Form ſhould only be re- 
garded, the Heart may at laſt be touched, and an un- 
feigned Reformation of Manners produced. 

Theſe are Engagements of Civil Power and Autho- 
rity, all of them very excellent; and, being encouraged 
in this great City by the chief Members thereof, will ex- 
alt them to the trueſt Honour. They are likewiſe the 
Engagements of Religion, pure and undefiled, a Sort of 
propitiotary Sacrifices of a ſweet-ſmelling Savour, with 
which God is well pleaſed ; they may avert, we hope, di- 
vine Judgments, and help to ſtop the Hand of an Angel, 
were it now ſtrech d out upon our Jeruſalem to deſtroy it. 
Theſe good 'Things, free from the Evils before mentioned, 
will make you, as Citizens of this World only, with Views 
no farther extended, proſperous and honourable ; but as 
Chriſtians, with the Heavens open before your Eyes, they 
will give you, at preſent, the ſure Hopes, and hereafter, 
the perfect Enjoyment, of Happineſs and Glory, eternal 
and immortal, 
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